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first seven years' law with so much trouble, that it swore loudly
that the law would never be renewed. Ah, well, it will be renewed
without difficulty and the opposition will spend itself on the
effective increase, quite secondary in my eyes to the seven
years' law."

In his anxiety to impress St. Vallier, Bismarck promised
to deal with Moltke: "As for this blockhead (tSte de bois) von
Moltke you know nobody can get very much from him, but I
will make an urgent appeal to his prudence: I will ask him to
keep as far as possible to the purely technical and military
aspects of the bill, and if he finds it necessary to touch on the
point of foreign dangers, to turn his attention away from the
Vosges and towards the Vistula."1

The press did not sing in unison with these soothing strains
of the Chancellor, but St. Vallier was not unduly alarmed,
understanding Bismarck as thoroughly as even Lord Odo
Russell. He appreciated the real value to be placed on these
indiscreet articles, and was reassured by Bismarck's promise
that as soon as the law was passed they would be followed by
conciliatory views, and by his statement that the state of public
opinion in Germany made it necessary to act upon it in the House
or through the press, but that he had undertaken not to raise
the French spectre in the Chamber. "Newspaper articles that
could always be disavowed or modified are less serious and
significant than words pronounced in an assembly by ministers
or members of the army."2

The French Ambassador's faith in Bismarck was not shared
by his countrymen in Paris, and the tone of the Emperor's
speech at the opening of the Reichstag was calculated to rouse
his fears and to confirm theirs. ". . . The bases, too, on
which the Imperial Military Law of 2 May 1874 has organized
the German army require reformation and extension. Since the
passing of that law such comprehensive innovations have been
made in neighbouring states that the German Empire, without
prejudicing in any way the peaceful tendency of its policy,
is compelled, in the interest of its own security, to perfect
its military arrangements. In view of the sacrifices already
made by the German people it is with reluctance that the Federal
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